Criteria for all Written Assignments


Tendring Hundred Primary SCITT is concerned that Trainees should experience parity of standards between the various programmes and pathways, so the following generic assessment criteria applies to all written assignments.  There may well be additional assignment-specific criteria listed for any assignment – but such criteria will be additional – they will not be replacing any of the criteria set out below.  If in doubt ask the Training Manager or Advisers for advice well before the hand-in date.

Your work will be assessed against the following criteria:

1:  KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING
Relevance and accuracy of the knowledge and understanding displayed, given the task set.

2:  APPROPRIATE SUPPORTING MATERIAL
Selection and use of suitable material from a variety of sources (e.g. books: web sites: journals: research documents: articles from magazines: notes from training: interviews with personnel).
(It is expected that all assignments will use a minimum of three appropriate quotes)

3:  ABILITY TO INTERWEAVE RELEVANT THEORY AND PRACTICE
Uses a variety of sources and is able to make links between appropriate theoretical frameworks, additional research and evidence gained within the school practice or in Professional Studies sessions.  (In all assignments it is expected that you give examples of your own practice to demonstrate evidence.)

4:  ABILITY TO REFLECT,  EVALUATE AND DRAW CONCLUSIONS
Analysis and interpretation, including recognition of different types of knowledge (objective, subjective, etc.) argument (inductive, deductive, etc.) and sources (primary, secondary) and the effectiveness with which they are used to reach a reasoned and valid or justifiable conclusion. 
Is able to reflect on their own practice and consider how the assignment has or will influence their future practice.

5:  CLARITY OF COMMUNICATION
Clarity and accuracy of the use of language, grammar, spelling, punctuation and syntax, including where appropriate, the use of specialist vocabulary.
There should be a clear structure – e.g. introduction: main body: conclusion.  Sub headings may be used.

The minimum standard acceptable for a pass would be an assignment which exhibited the characteristics set out below.  All Trainees are expected to aim well above this basic standard.
(a) Demonstrates knowledge and understanding of issues, concepts and values.
(b) There is evidence of background reading and a range of references referred to within the assignment. For most assignments it would be expected that there would be a minimum of six references which can include websites, journals, books etc.
(c) Demonstrates relationships between theory and practice using own practice or observed practice.
(d) Has interrogated the data to at least a basic level and used this to inform conclusions/decisions.
(e) Demonstrates some ability to communicate relevantly and effectively in a way appropriate to the subject matter and audience.


CRITERIA FOR PRESENTATIONS
The Minimum criteria for a pass is:

ABILITY TO ENGAGE THE AUDIENCE
Demonstrates some ability to create an appropriate environment and to involve the audience.


LOGICAL DELIVERY:
Demonstrates the awareness of the need to structure the presentation.


SUPPORT MATERIAL
Demonstrates a use of appropriate support material e.g. Powerpoint, hand outs, visual aids.


CONFIDENCE WITH MATERIAL:
Demonstrates an understanding and knowledge of the content of the presentation.


PRESENTATION SKILLS:
Demonstrates a satisfactory degree of clarity and fluency


PACE AND TIMING:
Demonstrates the ability to manage the time limits and an awareness of audience enjoyment.























ASSIGNMENT OUTLINES

APD1  or APD2    – The Child as a Learner			2, 000 words

Choose up to four different theorists to research.
· Describe the various factors that may influence children’s learning, including social, emotional, physical,  religious and cultural variations.
· Linked to your research, describe how the different theorists ideas are linked to current teaching methods or practice that you have witnessed within your Host school and Nursery placements.
· Discuss any areas of your own practice that can be linked to each of these theorists.
· How has your research and experience within your placement impacted on your knowledge and understanding of how children learn.
· What areas might you take forward to extend your research skills?

APD1 or APD2   – The Child as a Learner    Paired Presentation      
Work with another Trainee to provide evidence of current teaching practices that can be linked to your research project undertaken for APD1.

Highlight good practices that either you have witnessed or experienced yourself when undertaking group work with pupils.

Your presentation should last between ten and fifteen minutes.  You may use whatever medium you are both comfortable with.  (i.e. it does not have to be powerpoint). It can include photographs, music, samples of work,  displays,  interaction with the audience. 

PDFS or PDKS1 – Reflect on how ECM has impacted on the school and your own teaching practice							2, 000 words       

Building on the centre-based training your assignment should include:
· Discussions with staff at your Host school on how ECM is implemented within the school.
· Evidence to show how it has impacted on teaching and learning.  Evaluations of the impact on learning, the wider community, links with parents. This can include pupil data/teaching data/lesson plans and evaluations/parent interviews.
· Lesson plans and evaluations to cover areas of the ECM agenda and other involvement in the school e.g. local community activity, fundraising, school council meeting.
· Discussions on how ECM will impact on your teaching in the future. 
· Appendices should include lesson plans, evaluations, photographs, interview notes and can include prospectus, policies, children’s work, newsletters, agendas etc.


PDMa1 or PDMa2 – Teaching Mathematics - 2, 000 words
This assignment should be undertaken during your block practice.

In discussion with the class teacher, identify an aspect of number from the Mathematics Framework.  
· Plan an activity or a group of related activities designed to help children learn this (Include lesson plans, resources, pupils work and any observations or feedback)
· Analyse how theory is linked to practice.  (You can include work undertaken at the centre.  Include research: from reading: linked to the framework: Government Publications etc.)
· How does theory link to practice?
· Critically analyse your planning for the activity
· Report objectively on its implementation and evaluate its impact on the pupils involved
· Evaluate what you have learnt from this experience and how it could improve your practice in the future.
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PDEn1 or PDEn2 – English     				2, 000 words      

The focus of your assignment relates to teaching the sequence of writing (in KS1, Early Years or KS2).

You need to plan, teach and evaluate a minimum of 10 consecutive English lessons which demonstrate the teaching sequence of read, analyse, plan, write and review. You need to consider each aspect of the sequence as an essential means of achieving high quality writing. 

· Your planning must include three levels of differentiation. 
· Make direct reference to the Primary Framework for your learning objectives. 
· Consider different methods for the children to record their work at each stage of the sequence. 
· Identify which learning theories support the effective writing process. 
· Link these to your own practice. 
· Include as appendices: lesson plans, annotated if appropriate, evaluations, observations (at least one), evidence of children’s work at each stage, resources.


ICT PORTFOLIO
Trainees will be expected to keep an ICT portfolio of evidence. This can include PDP entries; evidence of work from pupils: planning sheets: observation sheets: lesson plans: pictorial evidence. 

Below is a guidance of what should be included:
· Evidence of ICT used to teach specific skills in ICT – including Lesson plans: Lesson Evaluations: ICT observation records: resources created and adapted: examples of pupils work (differentiated)
· Evidence of ICT used to teach ICT in other subject areas as well as Literacy,  Maths and Science – Annotated lesson plans: Lesson evaluations: ICT observations records: Resources created and adapted: Examples of pupils’ work (differentiated)
· Evidence of assessment of pupils’ within ICT – to include Handling Data: Research: Control  and Sensing: Modelling and Simulations: Communication: Levelled work in at least two areas of ICT
· Evidence of specific ICT skills (which may also be demonstrated in above evidence) – an IWB presentation: A Powerpoint presentation: Spreadsheet used for data analysis purposes and record keeping: media work – Digi Blue,  filming,  digital images: Using ICT to create resources in any subjects: An Espresso route planner: Ability to search and use websites discriminately
· An awareness of Health & Safety Implications: Internet Safety: Data Protection: Signpost to Safety: Teaching e-safety at Key Stages 1 & 2: Correct Terminology
Trainees also have to complete the QTS skills tests in ICT.  






















RS1 or RS2 – Research Findings				3, 000 words  
During the year you are to research a specific area of education.  This can be in a chosen curriculum area that you would like to extend your knowledge and understanding at a professional level or an aspect of how children learn.  

Your research should be broken down into Introduction (up to 750 words):
Research Findings (up to 1500 words): Conclusion and future developments (up to 750 words)

Introduction:
During the Autumn Term you need to conduct research into your chosen area within your host school.  This part of your assignment needs to be checked by your Training Manager.

Research Findings:
During your Spring Term placement, you should gather the evidence that is linked to data.  Part 2 of your assignment needs to be checked by your Training Manager.

Conclusion and Future Development:
This part should draw together your findings and give ideas of how you could develop this further during your first year of teaching.

Appendices should include:
· Data
· Copies of questionnaires
· Lesson plans: evaluations: observations (if relevant)
· Samples of work

It can include:
· Photographs
· Policies
· Digital images

During your research, you should look at ways in which your chosen subject could be enhanced at the appropriate age phase you have been working in.  You could develop a scheme of work/unit of work that could be tested during practical sessions within the block teaching practices.


RS1 / RS2 – Research Findings Presentation

Your presentation should last between ten and fifteen minutes.  You may use whatever medium you are comfortable with.  (i.e. it does not have to be powerpoint). It can include photographs, music, samples of work, displays, interaction with the audience.  

Your presentation should clearly outline:
· Your rationale for the research
· How you undertook your research
· Format of the research
· Your main findings (including data)
Evaluation of what you have gained from the research and how it might impact on your future teaching career (it can include success and failure; changes made along the way; how it could be extended as part of an ongoing research programme).
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